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W 1, 
Fhere was for the Mony Bill's paſſing, was rather an Argument for, than againſt this Pro- 
Ceeding : For what Danger could there be that the Lords (who pretend to be ſuch great 
Patriots) ſhould rather loſe the neceſſary Supplies, than paſs an A ſo requiſite for Pre- 
ſervation of the Church? That however, if they coul ſuppoſe them ſo unreaſonable, the 
Matter was not yet ſo bad; for it was but only Proroguing the Parliament for a few 
Days, and the Commons might have Paſ”'d the Land-Tax again without the Tack, 

To. confider theſe Arguments in their Order: I ſhall very readily own, that a, Man 
who thinks it unlawful to receive the Sacrament according to the Manner ef the 
Church of Englapd, and yet does it to qualifie him for an Employment, is no way to 
be Juſtify d: And I ſhall grant further, that One who does go once to Church ta qua- 
| lifie himſclf, and never goes afterwards, is to be Condemn d; whether his not going 

_ afterwards be upon a Scruple of Religion, or for his having no Religion at all. But 
{ neither of theſe are the Perſons againſt whom this Bill is. levell'd ; the Deſign of 
the Bill being againſt ſuch as do ſometimes go to Church, and do at other times reſort 
to ſeparate Congregations. . 

Now to judge how far this Practice may be lawful, we muſt conſider the Reaſons 
the Diſſenters pretend for their Separation from the Eftabliſh'd Church. . 

There are ſome who pretend all Communion with the Church abſolutely unlawful. 
There are ſame who do not object to Communion with the Church in general, but 
to ſome particular Parts of the Common- Prayer. | 25 

There are others, wha.do not pretend there is any thing in the Eſtabliſn'd Way of 
Worſhip abſolutely ſinful r unlawful; but they think their own Way more pure and 
decent, and more according to God's Word. | Far 

There are others who do not carry the Matter quite ſo far as theſe; but having 
been bred up in a Way of Werſhip that has nothing unlawful in it, they think they 

ought = to leave their Friends entirely, unleſs there was fomeguhar ſinful to make 
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As to the Firſt Sort, they never Communicate with the Church ; ſuch are the Qua- 
kers, and therefore are not concern'd in this Queſtion. 

As for the Secong Sort, An Objection to a particular Part of our Service, cannot ju- 
ſtifie Men for not conforming to the Church, in thoſe Parts of our Service to which 
they have no particular Objection. s | | | 
And as to the Two laſt Sorts, which are by much the moſt conſiderable, and com- 

hend the greateſt Part of the Independents. and Pregbyterians; I cannot ſee hom 
Noſe Objections can, juſtiſie them for never, going to our Churches, tho' they may 
think themſelyes juſtify'd by them fox going ta their ſeparate Congregations alſo. 

That this was the Caſe of ſeveral of the Diſſenters, is very evident from their 
practice. Dr. Bates, Mr. Baxter, and ſome other of the moſt Eminent Teachers 
among the Diſſenters, did, after the Reſtgration, 55 coaltant]y to the Pariſh- 
Churches, ſtay'd all the Divine Service, receiv'd the Sacrament every Month; 
And did exhort and. bring their Auditors to do the like; tho at the Ame time they 
thought themſelves oblig d to keep up their ſęparate Congregations too. And accor- 
dingly there are at this Day, in many Parts of England, ſeyeral Congregations of Men, 
Women, and Children, of ſuch. who neither by their Circumſtances, Sexes; or Age, 


can have the leaſt Proſpect of any Office; who go ſometimes to the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
ſtay all the Divine Service, receive the Sacrament; and yet, at other times reſart. to 
ſeparate Congregations. . And how this, which has. been ſo great a Step towards, a 
Conſtant Conformity, and has prov'd ſo in very many Families of Condition, becomes 
at preſent, ſo ſcandalous and hypocritical a. Practice. L cannot for my Life ima- 
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Our Anceſtors had a very different Opinion of this Matter: The Papiſts did: Com 

municate with our Church, in the Beginning of Queen Elizabeth's Reign ; and were 
ſo far from being charg'd with Hypocriſie by any of our Church-Men for it, that all 
"Encouragement that could be was given to them; and a Declaration againſt Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, which was in the Liturgy in Edward the Sixth's Time, was, to avoid OE 
#nce, left out, and not put in again till the Reſtoration. The Pope indeed did not 
think it for his Intereſt to allow the Practice, and therefore by a Bull forbad it. And 
yet I hope Mr. B will not pretend, the Differences between the Diſſenters and us 
are greater, than between us and the Papiſts; or that there is not as much Probability 
of making the former join with us in one common Intereſt, as ever there was of the 


latter. 
But this Practice, Mr, B—— ſays, is condemn'd by the better Sort of Diſſenters them- 


ves. 8 
That this Practice ſhould be condemn'd by the moſt violent Part of the Diſſenters, 
I think there is no Reaſon to wonder at. Thoſe who would perſuade their Auditors, 
that all Communion with the Church of England is abſolutely unlawful, muſt uſe their 
utmoſt Endeavours to keep their Auditors from looking into the Practice of that 
Church. There is ſomewhat ſo Devout, ſo Reverend, and ſo Chriſtian, in our Forms 
of Worſhip, and particularly in that of Adminiſtring the Sacrament, that the ſafeſt 
way to keep People from complying with them, is to keep them from knowing what 
they are. And there have been ſo many conſiderable Families that by an Occaſional 
Conformity at firſt, have been brought to a Conſtant Conformity at laft 3 that it is no 
wonder, thoſe who are ſo violent for a Separation, ſhould be againſt thoſe Methods 
that have brought ſo many to an Union. But that Mr.B——, who profeſſes himſelf 
fo zealous a Friend to our Church, ſhould call theſe” the Better Sort of Diſſenters, who 
are the moſt violent againſt it; and ſhould declare ſo warmly againſt a Practice, by 
which the Church has gain'd ſo many Proſelytes already, and is fo likely to gain the 
reſt, that, I confeſs, is to me a little Extraordinary. 
hut however ſome rigid Diſſenters may diſapprove the Practice of the Occaſional 
Conformiſts, I make no doubt but the moſt violent of them would be alarm'd at any 

thing done againſt it; or ever imagine, that if the Law were once alter d to the Pres 
judice of thoſe Diſſenters who approach ſo nearly to our. Church, they might not 
ſoon expect 2 more ſevere Law againſt thoſe Diſſenters, who are fo very diftatt 
from it. 5 

But Mr. B——, you tell me, ſays farther, That the employing Perſons of a different 
Religion from that eftabliſh d by Law, has never been prattis'd by any wiſe Government; 
and is not allow d even in Holland at this day. | 

What Governments Mr. B—— will allow to be Wiſe ones I ſhall not take upon me 
to determine; but, that in all Ages, and in all Countries, where there were not Per 
| ſecutions for Religion, the Governments have employ'd Perſons under them who were 

of different Religions, is ſo very notorious, that it would ſeem ridiculous to giye par 

ticular Inſtances. The Fews employ d the Sadducees; and the Heathen employ'd the 
Fews: The Pagans employ'd the Chriſtians; and the Chriſtians the Pagans: In France 
(which ſeems to be the Place ſome Perſons propoſe for the Model of their Politick 
and Church Diſcipline) there was an Admiral, a Lord-Treaſurer, and, a Conſtable of 
France (not to mention ſeveral others) who were Proteſtants, Nay, under this pr 
ſent Monarch (as great a Perſecutor as he has prov'd ſince) the whole Army of Fr 
vras entruſted in Proteſtant Hands. There is ſcarce a Town in Holland (whatevet 
ſome have affirm'd to the contrary) where the Remonſtrants, as well as the Calviniſt 
have not ſometimes been in their publick Offices. Some of the Generals of their Ag 


my, and Governors even of their Frontier Towns, are at this very time Roman Cy 
A 2  tholicks 
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*tholicks. They do not only employ all Chriſtians without Diſtinction, but even Few 
upon occaſion; of which we had an Inſtance at Madrid in the late Reign, which caus'd 
A ſort of Rupture between them and us; and that the other German Princes follow 
them in this, we may be convinc d by the printed Diſpute between Mr. Limborch and 
a Learned Few, where there is a Liſt of ſeveral Fews, at that very time actually em- 
. at the Hague, as Publick Miniſters from ſeveral of thoſe Princes. And Q. Elizas 

| Gor employ'd Papiſts in her Councils, Fleets and Armies, during her whole Reign, n 
Whether ſhe was a wiſe Princeſs, or a Friend to the Church of England, let the World 

9 d 8 : 

1 But let all this be as it will, the Matter in Queſtion is not, whether Diſſenters from 
the Eſtabliſh'd Church are employ'd by the Government there; for tho' they are, yet 
there is not One employ'd, that I know of, under Her Majeſty here. But the proper 
Queſtion is, Whether it be Penal in any one who is in Office, to go to a Teparate Con. 
gregation? And this is ſo far from being penal, that the Calviniſts and Remonſtrants 
make no Scruple of going to one anothers Co tions, when there is any particular 

| Occaſion for it. Nor is there. any Country, that I know of, except England, where 

| the receiving the Sacrament, or any other Religious Exerciſe, is nece to qualific a 

Man for any Temporal Employment; ſo that we have gone a great deal farther alrea- 
dy, in that Matter, than any other Country has done. | 

But this Sacramental Teſt, Mr. B —— ſays, was thought neceſſary to preſerve the E- 

h Church; which Church ſeems in as much Danger now from the Diſſenters, as it 
was then from the Papiſts. ; ; 

Every body knows the Circumſtances our Affairs were in, at the time when this 

Teſt Ad was made. We had a Soveraign upon the Throne, who was ſuſpected to 

have a very ſtrong Inclination towards Popery ; and who, if the Proofs publiſh'd after 

his Death by Authority may be beliey'd, was then actually a Papiſt. His Brother, who 
bad then the greateſt Share in the Adminiſtration, and who had the Fleet and Army 

in his own Hands, was a profeſs'd one, The Lord Treaſurer, who had the Diſpoſal . 

F of all the Publick Mony, was a Papiſt. The Perſons employ d in publick Truſt, were 

ſuch as were likely to purſue the Methods preſcrib'd them by theſe, Secret Treaties 

were made with the French King; great Sums of Mony receiv'd from him; and his 
Ambaſſador was at the Head of our Affairs in England. In fine, there appear'd, upon 

all Occaſions, an evident Diſpoſition at Court to introduce Popery, and deſtroy the Li- 
berty of the Subject; and there was a potent Foreign Prince tar at all times, to en- 

gage in any Enterprize againſt the Proteſtant Religion, and the Civil Rights of all Europe. 

Baut is there any Danger like this from the Diſſenters at preſent? Has ever the moſt 

malicious Enemy but once ſuſpected her Majeſty of any Deſigns againſt the Church ot 

| England? Is there any Man employ d in any Office under Her, who has ever been ſaid 
to be a Diſſenter? Have the Diſſen ers ſhown any Inclinations to invade the Church? 

Are they not firmly united with her in the ſame common Intereſt? Or, if they were 

not, Have they any Foreign Prince, either willing or able to ſupport them, in any At- 
tempt againſt her? 

Thus far I have conſider'd the Reaſons that are given for the Occaſional Bill it ſelt, 

ind I muſt freely confeſs I can ſee none that can ſatisfie me of the Neceſſity of it. I. 
hink the Practice of Occaſional Conformity, as us'd by Diſſenters, ſo far from deſery- 
ng the Title of a vile Hypocriſie, that I think it the Duty of all moderate Difſenters, 
pon their own Principles, to do it. I think, that however it may be diſapprov'd by 

pme rigid Diſſenters, it ought to be encourag d by all good Church-Men, as a likely 

| Means to bring them over. The employing Perſons of a different Religion from the 

Mabliſh'd, has been praftis'd in all Countries where Liberty of Conſcience has been 
zor d That we. have gone farther already in excluding Diſſenters, than any other R 
* : | Country N 
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Country has done: That whatever Reaſons there were to apprehend our Religion in 
Danger from the Papiſts, when the Teſt Act was made, yet there does not ſeem the 
traſt Danger to it from the Diſſenters now. 

But on the other Hand I can ſee very plain Inconveniences from this Bill at preſent. 
As it was brought in this laſt time, indeed they have added a Preamble, that tho” it 
was put in the Firſt Edition of the Bill, was left out in the Second, viz. That the AR 
for Toleration ſhould be always kept inviolable. But the Toleration A& being'to take a- 
way all the Penalties that a Man might incur by going to a' ſeparate Co ion, 
and the Occaſional Bill being to lay new Penalties upon thoſe that do it; how they 
can ſay that this is not it ſelf a Violation of the other I cannot very eaſily compre- 
hend. I doubt it will put People in Mind of what paſs'd in France, where every 
Edict againſt the Papteſtants began with a Proteſtation, That the Edict of Nant, ought 
to _ —_ 2 inviolable, till that very Edict in which it was in expreſs 
Words repeal'd. | Des 

At a tins that all Europe is engag d in a bloody and expenſive War; at a time that 
this Nation has not only ſuch conſiderable Foreign Foes to deal with, but has a Party 
in her own Bowels, ready upon all Occaſions to call in a Popiſh Pretender, and involye 
us all in the ſame, or rather worſe Calamities than thoſe from which, with ſo much 
Blood and Treaſure, we had been freed: At a time that the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
(however they may be in the wrong in ſeparating from us) yet are heartily and un- 
doubtedly united with us againſt the Common Foes to our Religion and Government; 
what Advantage thoſe, who are in earneſt for — things, can have, by 
leſſening the Number of ſuch as are firmly united with them in this Common Cauſe, 
I cannot for my Life imagine. ; 

But notwithſtanding I can ſee no Reaſon for ſuch a Bill as this, yet I would not 
have it imagin'd, the a of the Tack were founded upon this Bottom only. For 
People may have quite a different Opinion of this Bill; they may think it convenient, 
they may think it, in ſome meaſure, neceſſary, and yet they may be againſt the run- 
ning ſuch a Riſque, as the Tacking it to the neceſſary Supply. And, to do every Body 
Juſtice, ſeveral Gentlemen, who were very zealous for this Bill, did however appear 
as zealous againſt that dangerous Experiment of Tacking it to the other. 

But Mr. B— ſays, This Bill being neceſſary for the Preſervation of the Church, and 
having been twice reſus d by the Houſe of Lords, the only way to ſecure its paſſing was to 
Tack it to # Mony Bill, | 

This truly is a very compendious way of diſpatching Buſineſs: It has always been 
thought the Excellency of our Conſtitution, that no new Law could be made, or old 
one repeal'd, without going through ſeveral Hands that were all Checks upon one. a- 
nother; Let the Commons be ever ſo much prepoſſeſs d in favour of any thing, the 
cannot propole it to the Throne to pals into a Law, without Conſent of the Houſę 
of Loves And let the Lords be ever fo violent for any Bill, they cannot offer it to 
the Royal Aſſent without the Concurrence of the Houſe of Commons. And let both 
theſe Houſes agree in their Opinion, yet it cannot paſs iato a Law, till it has had its 
Sanction from the Throne. Theſe different Steps are wiſely order d by our Conſtitu- 
tion, for fear any thing ſhould paſs into a Law by a particular Faction, by Heat of 
Parties, or by Inadvertency. 

But this excellent Form of our Legiſlature is at an End, if Encouragement be given 
to this new manner of Tacking. As alt Mony Bills, however neceſfary for the Pub- 
lick Safety, muſt have their Rite and Form in the Houſe of Commons: If this Houſe . 
may add to their Mony Bills new Laws of quite a diſterent Nature to the Mony, and 
it che Lords cannot after this paſs the Mony Bill without conſenting to the other too. 

| then 
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then it is the Houſe of Commons only that has the Right of Deliberating : For what 
© Occaſion can thexe be for the Houſe of Lords to conſider whether a Law be reaſona- 
ble before they conſent to it, when it is in the Power of the Houſe of Commons to 
make them conſent to it, whether they think it reaſonable or nor. ” 

But Mr. B—— ſays, That it has been an ancient Practice to Tack Bills, that were 
for the good of the Subject, to Mony Bills; that while heavy Taxes were laid upon 
the People for the good of the Crown; the Crown might, in return, grant ſuch Laws 
as were for the good of the People. 

Whateyer Pretences may be made of the Antiquity of this Practice, yet every Bo- 
dy knows it has been very rare, and is of a very Fe Date, and has been only when 
wo” * 6c Circumſtances have agreed. | | * 

Firſt, When Mony was ask d for the private Support of the Crown, and not 
the general Neceſſity. 1 24 1 N 

Secondly, When ſome Bill had been before refus d by the Crown, that was judg'd 
neceſſary for the good of the Subject, not by ſome particular Men, or by one parti- 

cular Houſe, but by both Houſes of Parliament. | 

But in the preſent Caſe, whatever Mony was ask'd by the Queen, or granted by 
the Commons, was not for the private Support of the Crown, but for the general Ne- 
ceſlity of the People. So far is Her Majeſty from getting one Farthing by theſe 
"Taxes, that it is very well known She has every Year, of Her own accord, contri- 
buted very largely out of Her own Private Revenue towards the War. They are 
given to carry on a War that is abſolutely neceſſary for ſupporting the Rights and Li- 
berties of Europe, which have been ſo notoriouſly Invaded by the French King, and 
to keep out a Pretender to our own Crown, who is bred up in the Religion and Prin- 
ciples of that Prince; and I hope no Man ever has, or ever will be thought fit to re- 
preſent his Country in Parliament, who does not think this War neceſſary for the In- 
tereſt of every Subject in England, as well as of Her Majefty. | 

In the Second Place, this Bill is ſo far from being thought for the good of the Na- 
tion by both Houſes of Parliament, that one Houſe before, in Two ſucceſſive 
Seſſions, thought fit to reject it, 1 
In the Third Place, if both Honſes had agreed to it, there is no Reaſon to con- 
clude Her Majeſty would have refus d the Royal Aſſent, in which Caſe only this way 

of Tacking had ever been us d. | 
But tho this way of Tacking had been ſometimes practis d, yet it is ſo far from 
being allow d the Right of the Commons to do it, that the Lords have always before 
the Paſſing any ſuch Bill, how agrecable ſoever the Matter Tack'd might be to them, 
enter'd Proteſtations upon their Books againſt that manner of Proceeding. And when 
the H. of Commons carry d this pretended Right ſo far, as to offer at Tacking Clauſes 
to Mony Bills, which the Lords did not think ſo reaſonable to be paſs'd, (tho' they ne- 
ver went ſo far as to Tack any thing the Lords had rejected before) the Lords, to 
preſerve the Conſtitution, and that there might be a laſting Caution againſt all ſuch 
Attempts to ingroſs the whole Legiſlature to the Houſe of Commons, at a time when 
there was no ſuch Matter depending between the Two Houſes, caus'd a Solemn De- 
claration to be enter'd upon their Book, and which was ſign d by the greateſt part of 
them, that they would never after that time paſs a Mony Bill with any Clauſts that 


were Foreign to the Subject of the Bill. And after ſuch a Declaration fo publickly 
made, enter d and ſign d, the Commons could have no Deſign in Tacking ſuch Clauſes, 
but only to have the Bill miſcarry. | 
Bus Mr, B— ſays, That the great Neceſſity there was for the Land Tax's paſ- 
ſing, was rather an Argument for, than againſt this Proceeding. For what 7 
a co 
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could there be that the Lord. (who pretend to be ſuch eat P atriots) ſhould ', ENS 
ther 7 the neceſſary Supplies, than paſs a Bill {o cunt? for Preſervation of the 
Church, 


How far this Bill had been for Preſervation of the Church, I have conſider'd al- 
ready. And as for the Lords being ſuch great Patriots, I wiſh ſome Members of the 
Houſe of Commons have not given their Electors too much Cauſe to think the Lords 
better Patriots than their own Repreſentatives. But notwithſtanding that, no rea- 
ſonable Man can believe they could ever have paſs d this Bill fo Tack d. | 

The Houſe of Lords is an undoubted Part of the Legiſlature: This Houſe, upon 
Solemn Debates before, thought this Bill not fit to be paſs'd; and if the Commons, 
notwithſtanding that, could have forc'd them into paſſing this Bill, by this Method, 
they muſt never hawe pretended to have rejected any Bill more. We ſee, by a Thou- 
ſand Tnftances, that ſuch a Right once given up is never to be retriev'd. _ And then 
they had not only parted with their Right of Debating for ever, but they had by that 
broken the Engliſß Conſtitution, and overthrown thoſe Fundamental Rights af Le- 
giffature, by which this Kingdom has flouriſh'd fo long. | Fed 

In the Second Place, they had fix'd an indelible Mark of Infamy their own 
Perſons, if they had ſuffer d themſelves to be forc'd into the doing a thing, that u 
a Solemn Deliberation they had reſoly d, nay, moſt of em had proteſted under ae 
Hands, they would never conſent to do. 1 de Se og 

But, ſays Mr. B—» if the Lords ſhould refuſe the Bill ſ Tuck d. Matters were 
not yet ſo bad; for it was but only Proroguing the Parliament for # few Days, and 
the Commons might have paſs'd the Lan- Tan without the Tat. 

I am. forry to ſee Gentlemen purſue a bad Cauſe, till they are redac'dto ſuch 
wretched Evaſions as theſe. - Tho I think there was no. ſort of Reaſon for Tacking 
this Bill, yet if it had been once Tack'd, there might have. been ſeveral Reaſons for 
not receding from it. How: little Pretence focver there may be for the Commons 
Rights af Taaking, yet there are ſeveral worthy Members, whe: would not have 
car d to have given thoſe Pretences entirely up; which muſt have beam the Caſe, if 
they had departed from the Tack, after having once inſiſted upon it. | 

Tis indeed ridiculous to imagine that any one Man, who had voted for the Tack, 
would have given it up afterwards. ' However, if we could ſuppoſe a Houſe of Com- 
mons ſo Childiſh, yet there muſt neceſſarily, by Parliamentary Forms, have been ſo 
much Time loſt, and fo great Delays in all Publick Buſineſs, as would have been very 
near as fatal as the granting no Supplies at all. 

The Duke of Savoy was ſo preſs dy that nothing but a conſtant Supply of Mony 
from hence, and a firm Expectation of a ſudden Succour, could have made him ſup- 
port the Cauſe with that Zeal and Bravery that he did. Any Stop of his Supplies 
from hence, any Fear of his early Succours (both which our Delays muſt inevitably 
have occaſhen'd) had forc'd him into a ſeparate Peace; and then the French Army in 
Italy had march'd immediately into Germany, and fallen upon the Confederate Forces 
there. 1 

The King of Pruſia was newly and heartily enter'd into the League, and had a- 
greed to ſend a conſiderable Body of Men to the Relief of the Duke of Savoy. But 
as they were firſt to receive Supplies from hence, what hopes could there be of their 
marching without thoſe Supplies, or indeed of that Prince's continuing in the Confe- 
deracy, when that very Nation that had perſuaded him io ity was 15 little likely to 
ſupport him in it. | | 


Fortugal had been ſo ſoften'd by a long Peace, that there was no Thoughts of their 
continuing the War, but by their hopes of conſtant Succours from hence, and by the 
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| 8 that they had exerted their utmoſt Force againſt it. What a 1 — the 
| _ Loſs of that had put upon our Affairs, one may -cably gueſs * Endeavours 
of the Enemy to regain it? And yet the Loſs of that muſt have 

| . of any Stop in our Supplies at Home. 


ming that Agreement, if they had a Proſpect of a ſudden Succour from 
Supplies from hence. 


ah Or e ſhould our Army have ed themſelves without any hopes of 


Soden we had met at Gibraltar, This Town, was TY Þ conkiderable by tie 


| * neceſſary 


| The Succeſs of the Confederate Forces had been ſo great in | Bavaria, that they had 
| 2 N copies to deliver up all their Garriſons to them: But what likelihood was there of 
| 


Al che Confederates were then in Conſultation how to carry n, 2 7 War the next | 
c 


Year 3, and what Influence ſuch a Miſcarriage here would hay 
„I almoſt tremb ble to think. 


"The French King found ſuch Difficulries in raiſing Supplies for the enſuing Cam: . 


upon all their. 


| aign, that he was in a manner oblig d to declare himſelf Bankrupt. But ſuch an 
t from hence as the Tack had been, would have ſet his Matters right 
7 ix Proud our Armies had hn him. 


Prejudice our Armies had done him 
I cannot conclude this Paper better, than with the Words of Her een | 


Gracious Speech to the Parliament at parting, 


_We have, by the Bleſſing of God, 
Defrrable End, (of a laſting Peace and Security) if we do not 
oint it by our own Unreaſonable Humours and 2 


„ _— 


4;ſapp 
the Fatal Effetts of which we have ſo narrowly eſcap d in t 
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a fair proe of his 83 a ” 


Seſſion, that it ought to — 8 "ng cap Dine 
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